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Greetings and a warm wel-
come to each one this last Sunday 
of January.

As we start out a new week, let 
us remember that our adversary is 
cunning and knows how to show 
only what appeals, what brings 
immediate pleasure, without re-
vealing the seriousness or conse-
quences of sin.

At first glance, sin appears 
exciting and thrilling—but that is 
only a trap. What at first appears to 
be wonderful, results in a sense of 
emptiness, loneliness, disappoint-
ment, and fear of being discovered.

Our enemy lures us into think-
ing that we are an exception to sin, 
we won’t get trapped, we won’t get 
caught, we won’t become diseased 
. . . but there are no exceptions to 
God’s Law.

As Gil often reminds us, it is 
impossible to have an intimate re-
lationship with God when living in 
sin. God’s way is the best way and 
we must flee sin as if running for 
our very lives—which we are!

From the depths of His mercy, 
God forgives all who come to Him 
in faith, repenting of their sins. 
Genuine repentance is a change of 
mind, change of heart and change 

of direction.
Jesus gave His life to pay the 

penalty for our sins; His resurrec-
tion from the grave is proof that 
God accepted the transaction.

By God’s grace, we are 
cleansed by the blood of Jesus, 
sanctified and set aside for godly 
living. What an awesome God we 
serve!

His Purpose, My Purpose
“Whatever you do, do your 

work heartily, as for the Lord 
rather than for men, knowing that 
from the Lord you will receive 
the reward of the inheritance. It is 
the Lord Christ whom you serve” 
(Colossians 3:23-24).

As we go about our daily 
business, we must keep in mind 
that we are to be about His busi-
ness. May God help us to live our 
lives in His Truth. Although we 
sin and fall short many times, may 
we never lose sight of the goal: to 
live for the Lord with nothing held 
back.

Whatever He asks us to do, may 
we do it with all our strength, and 
never look back with regret. May 
the Lord help us to be fully engaged 
with His purpose for our lives.



4  • Heartbeat

Nursing Home Ministry Is a Great 
Way for the Family to Serve Together
Tom Price

The nursing home ministry is 
continually moving forward with 
about 75 people ministering via 50 
different services at 22 different 
locations, with the possibility of 
adding one or two more locations 
in 2017. 

A typical “church” service is 
on Sundays around 2:30 p.m. Usu-
ally 15 minutes of singing takes 
place first followed by 15 min-
utes of teaching from the Word. 
Typically there is time to visit with 
some of the individuals after-
wards, especially if you help walk 
or wheel them back to their room.

There is always plenty of room 
for musicians of all kinds during 
these services. The sweet sound 
of a violin or special piano music 
draws many who might not other-
wise come down for the service.  
A solo, duet, or trio singing one of 

Nursing Home Deacon, Tom Price 
with resident.

the old hymns will be sure to light 
up the faces of the residents. Song-
books and CD’s are available even 
if the teacher is missing a song 
leader. For years Teresa Krieger 
has brought the girl’s choir for a 
special concert.

Many of these places have also 
opened their doors in different 
ways. Steve Hensel (Orchard Park) 
and Pete Hedgpeth (WindCrest) 
lead mid-week Bible studies. Judy 
Zabel and other women visit resi-
dents during the week.

The nursing home/retirement 
home ministry is a great way for 
the entire family to be involved. 
Little ones bring many smiles and 
as they get older, the kids can pass 
out songbooks or even help lead 
the singing. The Pelton family now 
has the second generation leading 
worship services that they actually 
participated in as kids! Jimmy Pel-
ton has also recruited several new 
faces from the ranks of the Alpha 
Omega group. All of the Price 
children grew up going to Orchard 
Park and other locations at least 
once a month.

A few years ago Jeff Herman-
son and Adam Flaugh initiated 
another addition to the minis-
try: door-to-door evangelism. 
Evangelists ask for permission 

Continued on page 5
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Titus Tuesday Used Toy Swap a Success

to knock on doors and visit with 
people about spiritual matters. Al-
though maybe only a few conver-
sions actually take place, talking 
one-on-one in the resident’s room 
is definitely worthwhile.    

Dean Oswald holds the “re-

cord” for serving in this ministry 
for about 50 years and Tom and 
Nancy Price have been involved in 
this ministry since December of 
1984. Just get started by e-mailing 
Tom at mathmanprice@gmail.com 
or call 402-792-9331 to get plugged 
in!

The Titus Tuesday toy swap 
was held January 24 and mothers 
and grandmothers were thrilled to 
take home new-used toys for their 
little ones.

Tables were loaded with all 
sorts of toys, books, puzzles, and 
costumes that were gleaned from 
old toy boxes, closets, and attics.

Not only were homes cleansed 
of old toys, but many children 
received good used toys that will 
bring many hours of enjoyment.

Titus Tuesday ladies have been 
searching their homes for unused 
toys the last few weeks and donat-
ing their treasures to the toy swap. 
Their generous spirit made for 
many happy children this week.

A special thank you to Jeri 
Moser for organizing the toy swap.
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Ladies
Friday Night Seminar

Friday, February 24
6–9:30 p.m.

“I Lift Up My Eyes”
Worship As a Way of Life

Catered Meal in the Family Center
Seminar in the Bible Learning Center

Interpreted for the Deaf

Registration will be held all Sundays in February. 
Stop by the table in the south lobby.

All ladies are welcome.
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2017 Men’s Retreat

Martin Luther and the Reformation
At the insistence of his father, 

Martin Luther originally planned 
to be a lawyer. However, at the age 
of 21, he left his family and studies 
to become an Augustinian Monk.

In the monastery, Luther was 
relentless in his search for personal 
purity and struggled to understand 
his relationship with God. At the 
crux of his search was the ques-
tion: Have I done enough to please 
God?

Luther continued his theologi-
cal studies, received his doctorate 
and became a professor of bibli-
cal studies. His personal studies 
over the next few years led him to 
believe that the only way to God is 
through faith in Jesus Christ.

The Catholic Church’s selling 
of indulgences was a sign to Lu-
ther that the Catholic Church was 

Martin Luther (painting, 1529)

in opposition to the Bible.
Selling of indulgences is 

the false belief that one can buy 
forgiveness. The Catholic Church 
taught that one had to earn his way 
to heaven through good works. 
However, since no one could earn 
enough good works to assure 
passage to heaven, and the saints 
had a treasury of good works, one 
could purchase the saints’ merits 
of grace. People were encouraged 
to buy indulgences for themselves, 
friends, dead loved ones, and even 
for future sins.

Luther was infuriated by this 
assault on God’s grace and he 
began working on a document 
attacking the corrupt practice of 
selling indulgences for the forgive-
ness of sin. On October 31, 1517, 
Luther posted his “95 Theses” (a 
list of propositions demonstrat-
ing errors in the Catholic Church) 
on the Wittenberg Castle church, 
which sparked the Protestant Ref-
ormation.

Dr. Manfred Kober will dis-
cuss Martin Luther, the Reforma-
tion, and Protestantism at the 2017 
Men’s Retreat on Friday/Saturday, 
February 17/18 at the Leadership 
Center in Aurora, Nebraska.

Stop by the table in the south 
lobby and get signed up today. Reg-
istration deadline is February 5.
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Children’ Sunday School
Visit the Sunday school 
coordinator’s desk for 
class locations.

Junior High (Grades 6-8)
Studying Matthew
Team Taught
Cornerstone House

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Topical Study
Team Taught 
Room 1430

Alpha Omega (18–25) 
Studying 1 John
Duane Nelsen Teaching
Room 2311

EDGE
Topical Study
Team Taught
Rooms 2211

Common Bonds
Studying John
Jim Mooberry Teaching
Room 1404

Bible Fellowship Hour
HIS
Studying Deuteronomy
Scott Bailey Teaching
Room 1423

LOGOS
Studying First Samuel
Greg Thomas Teaching
Room 1422
 
1800 Fellowship
Studying Luke
Bill Cooley Teaching
Room 1100 (Chapel)

One Heart
Studying Matthew
Dick Bergt Teaching
Room 1112

LIFE
Studying Matthew
Jim Pelton Teaching
Room 1419

The Father Knows Best
Studying “Taking the Mys-
tery Out of Revelation”
Don Goertzen Teaching
Room 1414

Prime Time (60+ retired)
Studying Jonah
Ed Daly Teaching
Room 1417

Classes begin at 8:45 
a.m. but everyone is 
welcome to come at 
8:30 a.m. for a cup of 
coffee and fellowship.

For more information 
about any of these 
classes, contact Duane 
Nelsen at 483-4541, 
visit the class, or stop by 
the information center 
in the south lobby.

Information Center
We would love to meet 
you! Please stop by and 
pick up your visitor/
newcomer gift bag. 
We’re located across 
from Sound Words.

“That Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that 
you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to com-
prehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and 
height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which sur-
passes knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness 
of God” (Ephesians 3:17–19).
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Family News. 
Marriage. Mike Odbert and Dara 
Peters were united in marriage on 
January 22, 2017.
Death. Allen Edison died January 
24, 2017.
Death. Warren Parry, father of 
JoAnn Meyer, died January 22, 
2017.
Hospitalized. Amanda Fong was a 
patient at St. Elizabeth Hospital.
Thank you for your thoughts and 
prayers for Donna and me prior to 
and during my surgery in Decem-
ber as well as during the recovery 
period. Thank you for the visits, 
cards, and calls. The encourage-
ment we received from everyone 
was very much appreciated. —Jim 
and Donna Buller

Children’s Studies
Sunday School. The children stud-
ied Psalm 42 and learned about the 
deer and how God’s children thirst 
for Him.
Children’s Church. The children 
studied Acts 2 and learned about 
the arrival of the Holy Spirit. The 
lesson goal is to repent and place 
our faith in Christ and receive the 
promise of the Holy Spirit.

Information
Cookie Dough. Girls of Grace 
will be selling Eileen’s Cookie 
Dough on Sundays, February 5, 

12 and 19, before and after both 
morning and evening services. The 
girls will also be selling industrial 
strength cookie pans (small and 
large), as well as ice cream scoops 
and spatulas. Pickup date for the 
cookie dough will be on Wednes-
day, March 8 from 6–8:30 p.m.  
Ladies Titus Tuesday. Join us 
Tuesday, January 31 at 9:30 a.m. 
for a wonderful morning of fellow-
ship and learning. Teresa Krieger 
will teach on Holy, Holy, Holy, with 
discussion to follow. The second 
hour class, Conquering Paper Clut-
ter will be taught by Janell Papke. 
Come at 9:15 a.m. for a light 
brunch.
Wednesday night class. Perry 
Beard is teaching through the 
Book of Ruth on Wednesdays at 7 
p.m. Everyone is welcome.

December Report

Print Media Distributed: 
333 booklets

3,896 Jan.–Dec. 2016

Audio Media Outreach
Sermon Audio: 

1231 downloads & streams 
24,816 Jan.–Dec. 2016



Heartbeat • 11

Last Week’s Message
Jan. 22 AM. Gil Rugh. GR 
1989. Rebuke for Tolerance. Rev-
elation 2:18-20
Jan. 22 PM. Duane Nelsen. DN 13. 
For the Sake of the Truth. 2 John 1-3

Creative Sewers will meet Tues-
day, January 31, at 11:30 a.m. for 
lunch and sewing. 
Issues in Our Contemporary 
World meets Wednesdays at 7 
p.m. Donald Goertzen is teach-
ing on Eretz Israel. Everyone is 
welcome.
Nursery Workers are needed for 
the second hour. Please contact 
Cheryl Slade, 402-770-3055, if you 
would like to help.
Nursery Workers are needed Sun-
day morning during the Sunday 
school hour. Call Stephanie Dowd-
ing, 402-416-9868.
Cleaners are needed to vacuum an 
area of the church once every five 
weeks. If you would like to help, call 
Jennifer Gadeken at 402-438-4671.
Choir meets on Wednesdays at 
7 p.m. and will sing every other 
Sunday morning, plus sing for the 
Easter service. New and veteran 
singers are welcome.
Hospitalizations. Please call the 
church, 402-483-4541, and notify 
Pastor Aaron Nicholson or Curt 
Kuster of all hospitalizations and 
births.
Girls’ Choir (fourth–twelfth 
grade) meets on Wednesdays from 
5-6:15 p.m. in the choir room.
Nursing Home Door-to-Door 
Evangelism. If you’d like to help, 
call Adam Flaugh, 402-580-3014.
Lending Library. Winter is a 
great time to introduce your kids 

to the church Lending Library. We 
have all kinds of books for both 
children and adults. Consider mak-
ing this a “reading winter.”
Home Bible Studies. If you are 
looking for a Home Bible Study, or 
are interested in hosting a study in 
your home, contact Duane Nelsen 
at 402-483-4541.
Teacher Is Needed the first Sun-
day of every month at the Water-
ford (south) on South 48th Street.  
The service starts at 2:30 p.m. and 
usually is done in 45 minutes. A 
teacher and song leader are needed 
on the first Sunday of the month at 
Country House (70th and O) start-
ing the first Sunday in February. A 
teacher and song leader are needed 
at The Arbors in north Lincoln on 
the fourth Sunday of every month. 
A teacher is needed the first 
Sunday at Gramercy Hill. Contact 
Tom Price at mathmanprice@
gmail.com for more information.
Used Book section is available at 
Sound Words. You may contribute 
to or make purchases of discount-
ed and hard-to-find books. Our 
shelves are growing and the stock 
is constantly changing in both the 
fiction and non-fiction categories.
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This Week’s Events
Sunday

Boys of Faith Derby Cars for Sale
Sunday Night Church 6 p.m.

Girls of Grace 6 p.m.
Boys of Faith 6 p.m.

Sonshine Kids 6:30 p.m.

Monday
Sisters 7 p.m.

Tuesday
Titus Tuesday 9:15 a.m.

Creative Sewers 11:30 a.m.
Mansion Builders 7 p.m.

Wednesday
Girls’ Choir 5 p.m.
Orchestra 6 p.m. 
Awana 6:45 p.m.

Junior High 6:45 p.m.
Choir 7 p.m.

Issues . . .World 7 p.m.
Wednesday Night Study 7 p.m.

Mansion Builders 7 p.m.

Thursday
Alpha Omega Study 7 p.m.

Saturday
Boys of Faith Archery Clinic

Future Events
February 10

Mother/Daughter Tea 6:30 p.m.

February 11
Boys of Faith Derby Car Workshop

February 17, 18
Men’s Retreat

February 19
Baptism

February 24
Ladies Seminar 6–9:30 p.m.

March 4
Boys of Faith Pinewood Derby

March 8
Cookie Dough Pickup 6–8:30 p.m.

March 12–16
High School Ski Trip

March 28
Intermission (Brunch Break) 9:15 a.m.

April 2
Steve Scheibner Preaching

Boys of Faith Dessert Social

April 28–30
Boys of Faith Spring Camp

May 25–28
Girls of Grace Camp

July 9–14
High School Camp
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